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Pesticide Residues: European legislation

396/2005 in all parts in force since 01.09.2008

All information about pesticides can
• be downloaded from the homepage of the 4 EU-RLs for pesticide 

residues (www.crl-pesticides.eu) or
• visitors will be forwarded to the special EU-pages

• MRLs for pesticide residues will follow: Regulation (EC) No 
396/2005 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 23 
February 2005 on maximum residue levels of pesticides in or on 
food and feed of plant and animal origin and amending Council 
Directive 91/414/EEC 
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All fine, good and easy?

• Traps set for food in animal origin by Commission Regulation 
(EC) No 178/2006 of 1 February 2006 amending Regulation (EC) 
No 396/2005 of the European Parliament and of the Council to
establish Annex I listing the food and feed products to which 
maximum levels for pesticide residues apply.

• For some food of animal origin MLRs are set on fat base and for 
others on fresh weigh

• Depending on the fat content of the product analysed for fat 
soluble substances the residue level must be calculated either on 
fresh weigh or fat base

• (e.g. eggs: < 10 % of fat -> fresh weigh; > 10 % of fat on fat base) 
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Traps, continued 

• Important information is published in foot notes, only

• In case of milk: foot note 6 will confuse people

• EU-RL AO works on a solution in behave of the Commission
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Foot note 6 (milk and milk products) 

Water soluble:
• Where the pesticide and/or metabolites (included in the residue 

definition) is /are water soluble (log Pow less than 3) the MRL is 
expressed as mg/kg of milk and milk products. 

Fat soluble:
• Where the pesticide and/or metabolite (included in the residue definition) 

is/are fat soluble (log Pow greater than or equal to 3) the MRL is 
expressed as mg/kg of cow's milk and whole cream cow's milk.

• In determining the residues in raw cow's milk and whole cream cow's 
milk, a fat content of 4 % by weight should be taken as a basis.

• For raw milk and whole cream milk of another animal origin the residues 
are expressed on the basis of the fat.
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Fat soluble, continued:
• For the other foodstuffs listed with a fat content of less than 2 % by 

weight, the maximum level is taken as half that set for raw milk and 
whole cream milk.

• For the other foodstuffs listed with a fat content of 2 % or more by 
weight, the maximum level is expressed in mg/kg of fat. In such cases, 
the maximum level is 25 times that set for raw milk and whole cream 
milk.

• The latter does not apply when the MRL is set at the LOD.
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………Foot note 6 (milk and milk products) 

I am sure that you are still confused

….. But I hope on a higher level than before




